
 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
BARROW 

Meeting date: 17 May 2019 

From: Executive Director – Corporate, Customer & 
Community Services  

 
 

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORKING GROUP – 

10 APRIL 2019  

1.1 This report provides Local Committee with an update on the Children 
and Young People’s Working Group. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The Council Plan vision is to be a council that works with residents, 
businesses, communities and other organisations to deliver the best 
services possible within the available resources.  Outcomes include 
“people in Cumbria are healthy and safe” with “children, young people 
and the most vulnerable will be protected from harm” and be given the 
support they need to achieve their ambitions. Supporting outcomes 
such as locally responsive services will be in place to meet the 
different needs of different communities across Cumbria.  The 
approach and work of the Children & Young People’s Working Group 
contributes to the vision and outcomes. 

2.2 The 0-19 funding is available for Local Committees to allocate within 
their areas to support positive outcomes, targeted and mainstream, 
designed to improve outcomes for children and young people and 
reduce inequalities.  This funding can be targeted to initiate new 
activity or to enhance/complement existing provision according to 
locally determined need. 

2.3 Guidance agreed by Cabinet states that in allocating these funds 
Councillors should satisfy themselves that projects address at least 
one of the following: 

 Provide access to play, recreational activities leisure or outdoor 
activities. 

 Provide access to care or educational activities. 

 Provide access to safe and enjoyable places for children and 
young people to go. 

 Provide access to holiday, weekend or out of school activities. 



 

 Enable children and young people’s involvement and 
participation eg forum, youth council, engagement, 
empowerment, decision-making. 

 Support children and young people to take part in volunteering 
or community action. 

2.4 The Barrow Area Plan sets out the three targeted priorities for the area, 
which are around Health and Well-Being, Early Help, and Economic 
Development, and details how the Council is delivering its services in 
support of them. 

2.5 Local Committee is mindful of equality issues and duly considers that 
its actions and decisions do not result in inequality of service 
provision or exclusion from participation.  The work of Local 
Committee directly supports the Council’s wider equalities agenda. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 Members note the work of the Barrow Children & Young People’s 
Working Group at Appendix A. 

3.2 Members agree to approve £10,000 to Cumbria Youth Alliance towards 
emotional resilience project from Strategic 0-19 Service Budget. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 An update was provided on the Cumbria Local Transformation Action Plan 
highlighting key priority areas. It was acknowledged that there was difficulty 
in access to specialist services across Cumbria and the challenge was the 
length of waiting times. Specialist CAMHS services had been acknowledged 
as requiring improvement.   

4.2 Crisis support across CAMHS in the county was stretched with 500 on a 
waiting list across 3 district areas and waiting referrals had increased year 
on year.  The main two priorities to address this were ensuring young people 
were not waiting 8/10 weeks; proactively preventing escalation and working 
with families.  

4.3 The Group were advised that workstreams currently taking place were 
looking at the involvement of assessments, training etc with third sector 
organisations such as Schools. Dropzone, SAFA, and how funding could 
support them. It was explained that there was a good spread of 3rd sector 
providers in Cumbria, however there was a lack of funding through health, 
local authority, and funders to support them to deliver services.   It was also 
noted that the picture was very complex as there were NHS boundary 
changes, various partnership meetings such as the Integrated Care 
Community (ICC) children and young people’s group in Barrow and others, 
and it was key to ensure that they all interlinked and were joined up in what 
they were trying to achieve..  

4.4 It was noted that all partners such as public health nurses and the police 
were working together and the focus is about developing a proactive model.  
It was agreed that partners needed to come together and address issues 
whether through Furness Health and Wellbeing Forum or ICC and ensure 



 

that there was the opportunity for partners to influence strategically to ensure 
the voice of South Cumbria was heard.   

4.5 An update was also provided on the Safeguarding Hub and the confirmation 
of the invite to Barrow Schools to visit the Safeguarding Hub in May.  In 
addition, safeguarding hub staff would visit Barrow Schools with an early 
help officer also attending.. 

4.6 Cumbria Youth Alliance was set up in 1997 by the statutory and third sector 
agencies coming together and establishing a lead agency for youth work in 
Cumbria. They deliver services to young people aged 14+ and in addition 
support groups who are working with children, young people and families 
across Cumbria; with a focus on the most deprived communities where their 
work has the potential to make the greatest impact on the lives of young 
people. Annually they support over 1500 young people who are 
disadvantaged and need additional support to enable them to make the 
successful transition to adulthood. They are working in schools, with young 
people who are unemployed, young people who are in the care system and 
young people at locality level throughout Cumbria  

4.7 The application is Year 2 of a three year Big Lottery Funded Project run in 
partnership with Cumbria County Council.  The group is working jointly to 
reduce duplication and ensure that they fill the gaps in the emotional/mental 
health provision for young people in Barrow. The grant will be used to bring 
in match funding from Big Lottery so that it can increase the investment in 
services that will support the emotional resilience of young people across 
Barrow.  

4.8 Being led by the needs of the young people Cumbria Youth Alliance will 
commission a variety of services that will work with young people across 
Barrow to demonstrate improved mental health. For example last year the 
funding awarded of £10,000 by the Children & Young People’s Working 
Group has resulted in investment of £58,000 in organisations and young 
people in Barrow.  The organisation has recruited locally based 
organisations to provide commissioned services. 

4.9 This year the organisation intends to run summer activity programmes for 
the most disengaged young people and to provide capacity building for 
organisations working with young people in Barrow.  In addition this year 
they will again work with the young people to identify new projects that will 
help them improve their mental health and reduce the demand for statutory 
provision through CAHMS. 

4.10 Cumbria Youth Alliance will commission projects in Schools and in the wider 
community all designed to improve young people’s mental health and allow 
them to progress into adulthood with the coping skills they need to make the 
successful transition to adulthood.  They will be launching a new on-line 
learning programme that all young people in Barrow will be able to access in 
2019 which is designed to improve access to information about mental 
health and they will also be training 30 young people in Barrow as peer 
educators so that when the funding runs out there is a sustainable model left 
behind in the local communities.  

 



 

4.11 The grant request of £10,000 would allow the organisation to draw down a 
further investment for Barrow which will increase provision in the most 
deprived areas of Barrow. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 Members may choose to approve, vary or reject the recommendations in 
respect of proposed financial commitments including grant awards. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 The 2019/20 budget currently allocated to 0-19 Services and not yet 
committed is £35,708.  If Local Committee decide to agree recommendation 
3.2 of there would be £25,708 of the 0-19 Services budget allocation for 
2019/20 remaining and available for future commitment. 

6.2 There are no direct resource implications arising from the recommendation 
to note the work of the Barrow Children & Young People’s Working Group at 
Appendix A (recommendation 3.1). 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no direct legal implications arising from this report. 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 The report provides members with a comprehensive update on the work of 
the Children & Young People’s Working Group  

Dawn Roberts 
Executive Director – Corporate, Customer & Community Services 
 
15 April 2019 
  
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix A - Children and Young People’s Working Group Notes – 10 

April 2019 
 
 
Electoral Divisions: Barrow Borough wards 
 

 
 

Executive Decision Yes  

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 



 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers. 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Alison Meadows, e-mail Alison.Meadows@cumbria.gov.uk 
 


